Purine enzymes and immune function.
The term immune function is taken to mean the process by which lymphocytes respond to an antigenic challenge. This response involves cell division and differentiation, which depend on purine nucleotides. The present state of knowledge relating events at the cell surface to the necessarily increased rate of purine de novo synthesis, and the modulation of purine nucleotide interconversions through the mediation of putative intracellular messengers, is reviewed. These physiological processes are related, where possible, to some genetic and pharmacologically induced perturbations of the systems involved.